Dear St. Isaac Families,
We are seven days and counting until we open our doors on Monday, August 24th. Today I’m sending the
Quick Reference Guide from the Diocese of Joliet as well as the FAQs document addressing many of the
questions, concerns, and procedures that will be followed.
All children are to wear a mask to school. Please choose masks that cover both the nose and mouth with
no gaps and are comfortable to wear. Once the children arrive in their homerooms, they will receive
washable SIJ masks. They may put on the St. Isaac’s mask or choose to continue wearing the mask from
home. The SIJ mask does NOT need to replace the mask from home. To me the important factor is that
they wear an appropriate, well-fitting mask, not necessarily that all of the children wear the same mask.
Questions have been raised about the wearing of ties for our junior high boys. Please have your son wear
his tie but I teachers will have the discretion of allowing them to remove the tie should it appear that there
is physical discomfort during the warm weather.
Ms. Sullivan has reached out to all families who have children with a peanut allergy. Our preschool is
nut-free, however, within our main school building we allowed peanut butter lunches with the option of
having a child with an allergy sit at a nut-free table. During this unique situation, we will ask for
cooperation in keeping the classrooms with allergic students nut free.
The 425 crates to help store your children’s belongings have arrived, all of the technology is being
installed, the ventilation machines are being placed within the classrooms, and teachers are creatively
setting up their classrooms. I continue to be amazed with our teachers and their dedication and
commitment to your children. Only kindergarten, first and fifth grades have remained in their classrooms
from last year. All other grades have moved and they have done an incredible job of decorating their
rooms with as much love, care, and creativity in order to welcome your children.
Tomorrow I will send out the new teacher information and give you the timeline for the distribution of
homeroom lists.
While I thought it was important to give you all of these updates, please remember my main focus today is
on the Diocesan safety protocols, which include the wearing of masks.
Thank you again for your trust as we reopen our school and bring our St. Isaac’s community together. I’ll
be in touch tomorrow with more information.
Many blessings,
Carol Burlinski

